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In Pinellas County, our neighbors – nearly half of whom were already having trouble making ends meet before the
pandemic – have been hit hard by the soaring cost of housing, inflation impacting everyday expenses like groceries,
escalating barriers to affordable healthcare, and policy decisions rolling back rights and creating a climate of fear
among those who already experience marginalization. Representative Jennifer Webb has worked tirelessly to
improve economic conditions for our neighbors and knows just how much at the local level St. Pete Free Clinic has
had to step up our services. 

St. Pete Free Clinic operates Pinellas County’s largest food bank, which went from distributing 11.3 million pounds of
food in 2019 to over 20 million pounds in 2021 as a response to growing food and nutrition insecurity. To ensure we
address nutrition and not just hunger, we place priority on sourcing and distributing healthy food. Consistently, over
70% of the food we provide to our community is fresh: fresh produce, fresh protein, and fresh dairy. 

Our We Help FRESH Pantry (FRESH Pantry), which is among Pinellas County’s largest food pantries, has expanded
exponentially in the past two years due to sharply increased need. In the economically devastating early days of
COVID in April 2020, the FRESH Pantry served 18,000 individuals that month. Two years later, in April 2022, the
FRESH Pantry served 21,450 individuals. And last month, our number of individuals served exceeded 30,000. 

Picture Amalie Arena at capacity for the Stanley Cup finals and double that number. That’s how many individuals
needed and received nutritious food in Pinellas County alone just from St. Pete Free Clinic’s We Help FRESH Pantry. 

The number of individuals we served last month in our FRESH Pantry represents 9,000 households, half of which
are families with children. The fact that we have the capacity and resources to meet this need is a reflection of
leaders like Commissioner Fried and Representative Webb keeping the need to address food insecurity at the
forefront of communities’ and decision makers’ minds and priorities.

Women so often serve as the backbone of our families, and we know that when women have the tools and
resources they need to thrive – including access to nutritious food, healthcare, affordable childcare, affordable
housing, equitable education, and economic opportunity - whole communities thrive. 

The Florida Commission on the Status of Women’s commitment to highlighting the challenges facing women and
girls in Florida and fostering collaboration to address those challenges helps ensure that our state leadership
understands how critical it is to prioritize solutions that center on equity for the diverse women who make up half of
Florida’s population in order for Florida as a state to thrive.

There are few women in Florida whose commitment to solutions that center on equity for women is more
resounding than Jennifer Webb’s. Over her career, and through the commitment of her personal time to volunteer
projects close to her heart, Jennifer has proven to be a champion for not just eliminating hunger and moving
communities toward being more nutrition secure but also working on the issues that intersect with food and
nutrition security - like employment, behavioral health, and affordable housing.

In fact, I’ve worked alongside Jennifer in the We Help FRESH Pantry when she showed up, rolled up her sleeves, and
helped distribute food to our neighbors in need. 

That’s Jennifer Webb: she rolls up her sleeves, and she gets things done. Commissioner Fried’s appointment of
Jennifer to the Commission is a strong statement of the Commissioner’s commitment to increasing food and
nutrition security in our state.
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